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Literature has indicated that research methods play an important role in the quality of research as 
well as educating young researchers; however, the application thereof is unclear, which can be 
harmful to the field of psychology (Scholtz, De Klerk, & De Beer, 2020). The recently published 
research methodology book by Laher, Fynn and Kramer (2019) was, according to the authors, 
written in response:

Two fundamental issues facing social sciences in South Africa, namely the active production of knowledge 
relevant to the South African context and access beyond the sphere of university scholars with subsidised 
access to scholarly publications. As such, this book is both intentionally open access and context specific. 
(Kramer, Fynn, & Laher, 2019, p. 1)

In the light of this statement, as well as the article written by Scholtz et al. (2020), we as reviewers 
had to ask ourselves, did Laher et al. (2019) achieve what they set out to do?

Laher et al. (2019) mention that the field of social science is ever growing and expanding. Therefore, 
it can become quite challenging in keeping up with the newest research methods and development 
thereof. As mentioned by the authors, there have been a number of attempts to create an 
all-encompassing research book in order to assist scholars, academia and anyone that has an 
interest in research. Consequently, the authors refrained from using the traditional research 
methods and rather approached a diverse perspective by using different South African case 
studies as examples. Taking the above into consideration, this research book consists of three 
main sections: quantitative (eight chapters), qualitative (nine chapters) and transparadigmatic 
(six chapters). Transforming research methods in the social sciences is a research methodology book 
book written by numerous experts that focuses on research in the South African context. It provides 
techniques, procedures and research methods that can be applied to context-bound issues, and 
which are relevant to the following fields: psychology, sociology, ethnography and anthropology. 
Besides the unique combination of theoretical and application issues, each chapter provides the 
reader with ethical considerations and issues that one may encounter using that particular method 
within the South African context.

In the words of Fynn, Kramer and Laher (2019, p. xi), ‘this book is simply the introductory chapter 
to, we hope, a larger body of work that will systematically transform how social science research 
is conducted within the global South’. Taking this statement into consideration, the reviewers 
recommend that future edited versions of Transforming research methods in the social sciences should 
also consider including more traditional research methods as case studies within the South African 
context, as there are many examples of these. Further reading suggestions include research articles 
published by Scholtz et al. (2020), Coetzee and Van Zyl (2014) and O’Neil and Koekemoer (2016), 
which provide a broad overview of the use of research methods internationally and nationally 
within the psychology research context. Other research books such as Doing social research (Wagner, 
Kawulich, & Garner, 2012), Research at grass roots (De Vos, Strydom, Fouche, & Delport, 2011), 
Doing research in the real world (Gray, 2014), First steps in research (Maree, 2016), The practice of social 
research (Babbie & Mouton, 2001), and Research in practice (Terre Blanche, Durrheim, & Painter, 
2006) are also recommended as good reads for students, academia and researchers in practice.

In conclusion, the reviewers are of the opinion that Transforming research methods in the social sciences 
is very germane in the current South African research context. Any students, academics, scholars 
and future researchers will benefit from reading this work, as it is broad and has a variety of 
relevant information with regard to theoretical and applied knowledge. The reviewers acknowledge 
that the book does not seek to have the ultimate knowledge or answers, however, it can be regarded 
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as an important methodological guide, seeing that it will set 
the tone and bar for future research and findings to come in 
the social sciences.
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